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Made. Creative Space Reflection 2022 
 
About made. Creative Space Toowoomba 
Founded in February 2011 by artists Alex Stalling and Elysha Rei (nee Gould), 
made. Creative Space offered up-skilling, public exposure and networking for 
local artists and acted a voice for the artistic community of Toowoomba. While 
housed in a multi-roomed gallery above the vibrant restaurant strip of 
Margaret Street, made. presented many high-quality exhibitions by artists with 
links to Toowoomba, especially those who went through the school of Creative 
Arts at the University of Southern Queensland. made. Creative Space retired as 
an entity in November 2013, with its former site now demolished. Its former 
Co-Directors are now busy running their own businesses in Toowoomba 
(www.alexstalling.com) and Thailand (www.elysharei.com and 
www.samritresidency.com) 
 
Upon reflection 
Setting up and running this ARI was an incredible opportunity to grow 
professionally, creatively and personally. The informal structure with two Co-
Directors allowed us the freedom to experiment with ideas and take risks 
without consequences (aside from chipping in extra for rent that month). The 
idea started as a one-year project which started just after the floods ravaged 
through Toowoomba in January 2011. When the doors opened the community 
embraced a new cultural hub, flocking to the exhibition openings every three 
weeks and supporting the space through group and solo exhibitions, and 
curated projects. The artistic and community ties nurtured during the three-
year lifespan are still called upon to this day. The skills in event management, 
exhibition management, and community engagement have all been valuably 
transferable in many aspects of an arts career since. 
Although there were moments of high financial pressure, I’ll always look back 
on these ARI days with fondness, and nostalgic memories of parties, painting 
walls, innovative problem solving and pure artistic freedom. 
 
Current archive of made. Creative Space Toowoomba: 
https://www.facebook.com/madecreativespace 
https://www.instagram.com/made.creative.space  
 
Submitted by: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Screen shot of the initial call out to artistic network in October 2010 – 4 months before made. 

Creative Space opened. Image credit: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Screenshot of page 1 of the 2012 Exhibition Application package for artists to exhibit. Image 

credit: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
made. Creative Space Co-Directors Alex Stalling and Elysha Rei (nee Gould), January 2011. 

Image credit: Cindy Laine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Entrance to made. Creative Space, 174 Margaret Street Toowoomba, April 2011. Image 

credit: Elysha Rei 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Handyman Aaron Stalling fitting our made. Creative Space, January 2011. Image credit: Alex 

Stalling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery One February 2011 exhibition ‘Black and White: kalos + eidos’ curated by Alex 
Stalling and Elysha Rei, picturing works by Adam Armstrong and Sandra Jarrett. Image 

credit: Elysha Rei 
 



 
Gallery Two exhibition, April 2011, picturing work by Christian Low. Image credit: Elysha Rei 



 
Gallery One exhibition May 2011 ‘The Studio Project’, curated by Elysha Rei, work pictured 

by Damien Kamholtz. Image credit: Elysha Rei 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery Two ‘Artist in Residence May 2011 with Stephen Spurrier and David Usher’, pictured 

is Stephen Spurrier working in studio. Image credit: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery Two exhibition September 2011 ‘Project: Art Journal’. Image credit: Elysha Rei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery One exhibition October 2011 ‘The world can wait’ by Maryanne Oliver. Image credit: 

Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery Three exhibition November 2011 ‘Stripes’ by Harry Nuss. Image credit: Elysha Rei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gallery One exhibition January 2012 ‘Boat and Boat’ by Alister Karl and Craig R Cole. Image 

credit: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Director’s desk January 2012. Image credit: Elysha Rei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sound Lounge Session May 2012 featuring ‘Inigo’. Image credit: Elysha Rei 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Excerpts of exhibition catalogue, February 2011 ‘Black and white: kalos + eidos’, curated by 
Alex Stalling and Elysha Rei (nee Gould) 

 



 

 

 
Excerpts of exhibition catalogue, February 2011 ‘Black and white: kalos + eidos’, curated by 

Alex Stalling and Elysha Rei (nee Gould) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Excerpts of exhibition catalogue, February 2011 ‘Black and white: kalos + eidos’, curated by 

Alex Stalling and Elysha Rei (nee Gould) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Made reunion show poster, 2021 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Elysha Rei and Alex Stalling talking with Paul Andrew at the made. reunion show, July 2021.  

Image credit: Evan Hollis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Made. reunion show opening, July 2021 featuring Alex Stalling, Elysha Rei and David Usher. 
Image credit: Kylie Ellis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Made. reunion show opening, Jul 2021. Image credit: Elysha Rei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


